The Darkest Side of Saturn: Discussion Questions
1. Would one-in-a-thousand odds of a large asteroid strike worry
you? If not, what would, and why? What would (or could) you
do?
2. Is Harris justified in how he announces the asteroid to the
world? Is Diana’s reaction justified, or is there a subtext?
3. Is the violent sex scene in Chapter 45, “Dance of Duality”
sufficiently motivated? Is it offensive?
4. Three different versions of Harris experience three epiphanies
in Chapter 9, “Religious Experience.” Which is most important
and resonates most deeply with the rest of the story? Do any of
these express the dominant theme? What is the dominant
theme?
5. Are there parallels between Harris Mitchel and Jesus Christ?
Did the author intend this?
6. Is Harris’s wife justified in her anger? What could he have done to mollify her and what
consequences would have followed?
7. There are references to the Author in three places. Is this the narrator? Is the “I” at the end of
the epilogue the Author? Or God?
8. Do you see any parallels between Chapter 57, “Visions”, and a book of the Bible?
9. What’s the meaning of the “Eymber eymber, burning bright” knock-off of Blake’s poem
“Tyger Tyger, Burning Bright” at the end of Chapter 67, “In the Ending”?
10. There is some detail about the asteroid location at various times in the book. Do you think
these correspond to a realistic orbit? If you were a rocket scientist or astronomer, would you
be able to compute the orbit from the given descriptions?
11. Is James Conland cynical and self-serving in his writing of “The Book of Saint James”, or
has he truly “seen the light”?
12. Do you see any parallels between the many competing voices of Chapter 65, “Last Words,”
and an operatic finale?
13. Have you ever had the kind of soul-shaking epiphany that Harris has when he’s a ten-yearold boy? Did it affect your life?
14. Who is the most evil: Ernest Farnsworth or Dick Fowler? Or James Conland?
15. Are the time shifts—present to past to future—confusing, or do they add appeal to the story?
Are they necessary? Are the Prologue and Epilogue necessary?
16. What major themes do you find in the story? Symbols?
17. What passages strike you as insightful or profound? Which best summarize the story?
18. To which movie actors would you assign the principal roles? The narrator?
19. Have you learned anything enduring from this novel? Has it changed you or given new
perspective on life, reality, consciousness, or beliefs?
20. Have you a Darkest Side?

